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The Double Dash

Definition of a Dash

Dashes can perform a similar function to brackets, surrounding additional 

information in a sentence. 

Example: The train – which was late – was heading to Paris. 

Take care not to confuse dashes and hyphens.

Dashes are long marks (–). They are used between 

words, with a space either side.

Hyphens are short marks (-). They are 

used in the middle of words with no 

spaces.

Interesting Fact

On old-fashioned typewriters, two 

hyphens typed one after the other 

were used instead of a dash.



The Double Dash

We use a dash to add additional information. This extra information is 

called a parenthesis.

The sentence would still make sense without the part within the dashes. 

The man was plainly dressed – so he would not be noticed – in a black suit. 

Example

There is a space on either side of the dash. 

This part of the sentence gives extra 
information that could be removed. 

When a parenthesis is completely removed, the 

sentence is still grammatically correct. 

Example: 

The man was plainly dressed in a black suit. 

A parenthesis can be separated from the rest of 

the sentence by commas, dashes, or brackets (all 

called parentheses).



The Double Dash

Two dashes can mark out extra information inserted into a sentence 

which is grammatically complete without it, similar to brackets. 

The dashes here add extra information 

to the sentence like brackets would, 

but they draw more attention to 

what has been added. 

James Bond – though I can’t quite believe how  – jumped 

straight over the car, rolled and ran off into the woods.

Example

Have a go at using a dash in this way 

on your whiteboard.













The choice of dashes, brackets or commas depends on 

the level of importance of the additional information in the 

middle of the sentence.

The Difference Between Dashes, 

Brackets and Paired Commas

Use brackets when the information is an aside or 

non-essential to the reader.

Use commas when the information is of (roughly) 

equal priority to other facts in the sentence, and is 

something you’d like your reader to note and know.

Use dashes when you want to emphasise the information.


