
Day 1

Y3 English- 5 a day

Watch the videos about ‘a’ and ‘an’ by clicking on the picture or by going to 
the web page as detailed below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8MbH5Wwf5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8MbH5Wwf5I


Day 2
Y3 English- 5 a day

To know when to use a or an you need know the two 
types of letters

ConsonantVowel

b, c, d, f, g, h, j....a, e, i, o, u

When a noun begins 
with a consonant 
you use the word 
'a'. 

eg. a snail, a tree, 
a discovery.

a

When a noun begins 
with a vowel you use 
the word 'an'. 

eg. an egg, an owl, 
an island.

an
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Day 4
Y3 English- 5 a day

To revise using commas in a list.



Day 4
Y3 English- 5 a day

To revise using commas in a list.

Little red riding hood has a cupcake, a 
jar of jam, a sandwich, an apple and 
some sweets in her basket.

ANSWERS
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To revise identifying verbs.

ANSWERS
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What is a Noun Phrase?

The boy loved playing football. 

The horses galloped across the field. 

The witch was creating a potion.



What is a Noun Phrase?

A phrase is a group of 
words that work together:

my cute puppy

A noun phrase is a group 
of words that have a noun 

as a key word:
The year three class



What is a Noun Phrase?

On a scrap piece of paper, write the noun phrase in 
each of these sentences.

The rain soaked them.

The strong wind nearly blew them over. 

The road was long and winding.



What is a Noun Phrase?

The rain soaked them.

The strong wind nearly blew them over. 

The road was long and winding.



What is a Noun Phrase?

Sometimes a sentence will have more than one noun phrase.
Can you find the noun phrases? 

The boy next door has a bike.

The man walked to the supermarket.



What is a Noun Phrase?

The boy next door has a bike.

The man walked to the supermarket.



Expanded Noun Phrases

Noun phrases can be very short:

a pen the girl

Quite often in our writing we need to add more details so that 
our readers know exactly what we are writing about.

a purple pen a young girl

When we add more details to our noun phrases they become 
expanded noun phrases.



Expanded Noun Phrases

One of the most easiest ways to expand a noun phrase is to add an 
adjective before the noun:

a young man the blue butterfly

To expand the noun phrase further, we can add another adjective:

a young, handsome man the beautiful, blue butterfly



Expanded Noun Phrases

You can also expand a noun phrase by adding a preposition 
(this is was what we looked at last week - prepositions). 

The boy on the ground was crying. 

The bird in the tree sang every morning. 

The man in the moon looked down at the Earth. 



Using Expanded Noun Phrases

Expanded noun phrases help us to make our writing more detailed and specific. Without 
these, our writing would be more difficult to understand and not as interesting.

Look at this sentence: The boy sat on the chair.
Which of these pictures does the sentence match? Why is it difficult to match 
them up? 

This sentence has been written with expanded noun phrases. Can you match it 
to the correct picture now?
The young, dark haired boy sat on the blue chair. 





Expanded Noun Phrases

Can you expand these noun phrases by adding an adjective?

A _____________________ car. 

A _____________________ house. 

The ___________________ road.
Can you expand the 
noun phrases further by 
adding another adjective 
to each of them?



Read the short story below. Can you find the 
expanded noun phrases in the story? When you find 
them, highlight or underline them. 













Think and Write: 
A Spring in Her Step

Use this photograph as your inspiration to 
think and write. Use the following pattern 
of sentences:

The next slide has the full image.

Sentence 1 Must contain an expanded noun phrase.

Sentence 2 Must include the subordinating conjunction ‘because’.

Sentence 3 Needs to include a possessive apostrophe.

Sentence 4 Must contain the correct spelling of a homophone.

Sentence 5 Needs to contain commas in a list.

Read your passage carefully – have you included the 
five different types of sentences? 





The  innocent, young girl, wearing a crisp, white dress, collected some fresh, 

colourful flowers. She needed to watch her footing on the pathway because she was 

not wearing any shoes. The girl’s basket was brimming with flowers. There were 

almost too many to carry. She had picked tulips, crocuses, daffodils and buttercups.

Example Answers
A Spring in Her Step

Here’s an example of what you could have 
thought and written…

expanded noun phrase

homophone

conjunction ‘because’

apostrophe

commas in a list



Think and Write: 
A Spring in Her Step

Edit and improve your writing by adding 
additional sentences where you think they 
would best fit.

CHALLENGE (only if you want to!)

Additional 1 Must contain an expanded prepositional noun phrase.

Must include the coordinating conjunction ‘but’.

Additional 3 Needs to include a contracted apostrophe.

You must remember your 
non-negotiables:

• capital letters
• full stops
• commas in a list
• writing in paragraphs
• neat handwriting, mostly joined


