
English (Reading) 
at 

Shirley Junior 
School



VISION
At Shirley Junior School, all children develop their reading, writing 
and communication skills within our english lessons and across all 

of our curriculum. We believe that being literate sets the foundations 
in all subjects and provides children with the fundamental knowledge 

to reach their full potential.  



READING VISION
At Shirley Junior School we know that the ability to read is fundamental to 
the development of learners. Through our reading curriculum, we support our 
pupils to become enthusiastic readers who enjoy reading widely for 
pleasure. 

We understand the importance of our children being able to read fluently 
and we guide our pupils to be confident decoders; reading words 
effortlessly in the books they read with accurate pronunciation. 

Our reading teaching allows our learners to develop their understanding of 
books through explicit teaching of all the reading domains. Our pupils are 
armed with a range of strategies to aid them when faced with unknown 
vocabulary and they are encouraged to investigate, discuss and infer the 

meaning of unfamiliar language at every opportunity.  



Word recognition Comprehension

Shirley readers are 
supported to develop their 
fluency through age 
appropriate fiction and 
non-fiction books using the 
Reading Planet reading 
scheme. 

The Little Wandle 
programme supports 
readers in the lower 
school who need to 
continue developing 
their phonic 
knowledge. 

Reading domains 
are taught explicitly 
through daily 
teaching. 



Class readers

Year 3 Year 4

Year 5 Year 6

The first 15 minutes of every afternoon is spent 
reading, discussing and enjoying our class books. 



Reading books

Practising reading book. 
Children can read this book independently. 

Sharing reading book.
Children will enjoy this book alongside adults.   



Shirley readers apply 
their understanding of 
taught reading domains 
when completing their 
independent reading 
tasks. 

Specific strategies are 
developed to support 
the understanding of 
unknown words. 

Shirley readers have 
access to a range of 
carefully chosen high 
quality texts in their 
reading lessons. 

Reading with whole 
texts allows our readers 
to gain a deeper 
understanding of the 
books they are reading. 

Independent
 reading

Shirley readers discuss, 
question and clarify the 
meaning of the texts they 
are reading 
independently. 

Explicit teaching of focus 
reading domains are 
taught and modelled.
 

Guided session Independent 
learning

Daily reading lessons 
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