
Art
 at Shirley 

Junior School



VISION

A Shirley Schools Artist has the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in a wide range of art . 
Experimenting and learning techniques related 

to drawing, painting, collage, weaving and 
sculpture. 

They learn and are inspired by different artists 
and children are encouraged to spot links 

between them and their own work. 
We strive to ensure every child feels confident 

to be creative and are excited to talk about 
their own masterpieces, celebrating their 

uniqueness and talking about their thoughts 
behind their creations.



How to 
be a 
Shirley 
Junior 
Artist

SJS Artist



Art knowledge progression



Art knowledge progression



Art knowledge progression



         
          Contouring, depth and shadow to create a portrait Y6

Drawing Pencil 
grips 

Y3 Shadow 
and 

depth 
Y3

Use 
texture 

to create 
a 

portrait 
Y6Texture 

of other 
media 

Y4Key Concept
Knowledge build - 

Drawing

Control of 
other media 
to create 
shadow Y4

3D shape 
using 
direction of 
light Y5

Blend light and 
dark shapes to 
create mood Y5



Colour
Blend tertiary 

colours Y4

Harmonious 
and 

complementar
y colours Y4

Tones 
Y3

Primary 
and 

secondary 
colours 

Y3

Key Concept
Knowledge build - 

Colour

Blend with 
other media 
to create 
depth Y5

Harmonious 
and 
complementary 
colours to create 
depth Y6



Sculpture

Intricate 
marking 

using 
tools 

Y3

Manipulate 
paper mache 
to create 3D 

shape Y4

Cut 
different 

media 
Y4

Weave and 
wrap to create a 

3D structure 
Y6

Big Ideas
Knowledge build - 
Sculpture

Join clay for 
3D structure 
Y5

Slip to add 
3D 
element 
Y3

Plan 
and 
reflect
Y3 Discuss 

and 
evaluate
Y5
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Y 
3

Southampton 
through time -
Positive and 
negatives of 
shapes, shadow 
and depth to 
create image of 
the Bargate.

Walk Like an 
Egyptian -
Marking clay with 
tools to create an 
Egyptian 
Cartouche.

The Firework 
Maker's 
Daughter -
Using tones and 
colours to recreate 
a part of Van 
Gogh's Starry 
Night painting.

Y
4

Better than 
Stone - 
Using charcoal to 
draw artefacts

Roman Invasion 
- Creating mosaic 
patterns with 
accurate shape 
cutting.

Y
5

A Kingdom 
United? - 
Joining clay to 
create 3d clay 
pots.

There is no 
planet B - 
Using light and 
shade to create a 
moon sketch.

Boy at the back 
of the class - 
Create a piece of 
refugee art 
inspired by Razieh 
Gholami, using ink.

Y
6

Secret Spitfires -
Sketching a self 
portrait using 
contour, texture 
and shadow.

Wolves - 
Creating a wire sculpture of the wolf 
character they have written.

It's a wrap! - 
Creating a painting 
linked to the Y6 
production - 
exploring colour.



Celebration 
of SJS art

Year 5 'Boy at the Back of the Class' art exhibit

Year 6 African art exploration in sketchbooks to 
complement Lion King production.


