
Music
 at Shirley 

Junior School



VISION

An SJS Musician will develop a life-long love of music 
through an engaging and inspiring curriculum.  Our 
children develop an appreciation of music from a 
wide range of times, places and cultures as they 

move up through the school. They have an 
understanding of the elements that all music is 
based on; rhythm, pitch, dynamics, texture, 

structure, timbre and tempo and these skills and 
understanding are built systematically to ensure 

progression.  Children’s imagination, creativity and 
self-confidence are developed through participation 

in a wide range of musical activities including 
singing, listening and responding, composing and 

improvisation. 



Key Concepts

Performing

Composing

Singing

Listening & 
Responding

SJS musicians know that music is 
made to be enjoyed by ourselves 
and others. Performing is a key part 
of sharing and experiencing music.



Listening and RespondingListening & 
Responding

● Every week, children are 
introduced to a new genre of 
music. They hear a new song in 
the genre every day and have the 
opportunity to respond at the end 
of the week on Google Forms

● They get the chance to use 
musical terminology and articulate 
what it is they enjoy/do not enjoy 
about each style of music as well 
as what instruments they can 
hear, and key features of the style



SingingSinging

● SJS Musicians have singing 
opportunities every week. We 
teach singing in year group 
singing lessons, focusing on year 
group skills across a broad range 
of songs. All year groups have 
opportunities to perform across 
the year.

● Singing lessons focus on the 
skills of singing as well as the 
value of warming up the voice.

● We cover technique, posture, 
expression and control.



Singing



Composing

Give children the opportunity to listen 
to examples of the stylistic feature – 
e.g. film music with motifs (Y5), jazz 

improvisation (Y6). Expose children to 
the style that they will be trying to 

create later in the cycle. Evaluate the 
examples – what do they like? Which is 

their favourite? What makes it their 
favourite?

Lesson or lessons introducing the 
specific skill of that unit. This 

should involve the children trying 
playing instruments or singing, 

particularly if the skill is a musical 
element such as rhythm or 

dynamics. Children compose a 
small excerpt making use of the 

skill.

Either individually or groups 
compose a piece of music related 

to their project, incorporating 
their new skill. Record this in the 

way that their year group requires 
e.g. graphic scores with a time 

signature (Y5), on a treble clef (Y6)

In a group or individually 
perform compositions to the 
class. Video where possible, 

allowing children to listen back 
on reflect on what they would 

improve in the future.



Composition 
Progression







Overview of music teaching 



Choir


